Scottish
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The JK is coming to Scotland!

What is ‘the JK?

It is the Jan Kjellstrom International Orienteering Festival, which is Britain’s
largest annual multi-day competition with over 2000 participants, and is held
over the Easter weekend each year.

The JK is hosted by a different region of British Orienteering each year, and
for 2026 it is returning to Scotland for the first time since 2012.
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The competition comprises a Sprint race on Good Friday, a two-day Individual
competition using combined times from a Middle race on Easter Saturday and
a Long race on Easter Sunday, and a three-person Relay on Easter Monday.
The event bears the name of Jan Kjellstrom (1940-1967), a son of Silva
compass founder Alvar Kjellstrom, who played an important role in the
development of the sport of orienteering in Great Britain.

Where is it taking place?

Scottish Orienteering Association scottish-orienteering.org
Glenmore Lodge, Aviemore PH22 1QZ info@scottish-orienteering.org


http://www.scottish-orienteering.org
mailto:info@scottish-orienteering.org

The Sprint will be based in the centre of Perth, last used for orienteering for
a Park World Tour elite race in 2010. From there the competition moves into
Highland Perthshire for the Middle, Long, and Relay races all close to the
picturesque village of Kinloch Rannoch at the east end of Loch Rannoch.

The Middle and Long days take place at Rannoch Forest, with both days
sharing the same finish arena. Rannoch was the venue for the JK Long back in
2000 and for the Scottish Championships in 2010, but has not been used for
competition since 2013. It has a strong reputation as one of Scotland's finest
orienteering areas and we cannot wait to return!

The JK weekend culminates in the Relay a short distance east of Kinloch
Rannoch, at Tullochroisk in the shadow of Schiehallion mountain, particularly
of interest to orienteers for its role in the_invention of contours. This is also
an area that has not hosted a major race for a decade, and we are delighted
to be returning there in 2026.

How will the organisation of the weekend work?

Scottish Orienteering is the overall organising body for the event, and we
have recently appointed Jon Cross of FVO as the Coordinator for the JK
weekend as a whole. We are very grateful to those SOA members who have
already come forward to take on some of the important roles needed for
advance preparations, whether as organisers/planners for the various
competitions or for one of the other roles in the central team.

As this is only the second visit of the JK to Scotland since the year 2000, we
are keen that Scottish Orienteering puts on a good show! If you would like to
assist with that, there are a number of other roles we are now looking to fill
to help us with the advance preparations for the event. If you are able to
spare some time to support making the event a success (whether as
equipment officer, prize-giving supremo, string course coordinator, social
media lead, or something else) then Jon would be very happy to hear from
you: he can be contacted at JK26coordinator@scottish- orienteering.org.

For making the weekend itself go smoothly, we will be looking to follow the
successful Scottish 6- Day model of allocating our clubs a particular day when
they are being asked to help. Your club committee will have the details on
this very soon so doubtless you will hear from them soon after that!

How do | find out more and how do | enter?

Entries for the event will open from Monday 8th December, via Slentries. The
event has classes for all age groups on all days. The first three days will also
feature World Ranking Events for the elite and are likely to be GB selection
races for juniors and seniors.


https://www.harveymaps.co.uk/acatalog/July-2019---Contours-some-historical-anecdotes.html
https://www.sientries.co.uk/index.php?page=L

Ahead of entries opening, the current 2025 event coverage on the JK website
will be making way next week for information about JK 2026 in Scotland.


https://www.thejk.org.uk/

	The JK is coming to Scotland! 
	 
	What is 'the JK'? 
	It is the Jan Kjellström International Orienteering Festival, which is Britain’s largest annual multi-day competition with over 2000 participants, and is held over the Easter weekend each year. 
	The JK is hosted by a different region of British Orienteering each year, and for 2026 it is returning to Scotland for the first time since 2012. 
	 
	The competition comprises a Sprint race on Good Friday, a two-day Individual competition using combined times from a Middle race on Easter Saturday and a Long race on Easter Sunday, and a three-person Relay on Easter Monday.  The event bears the name of Jan Kjellström (1940-1967), a son of Silva compass founder Alvar Kjellström, who played an important role in the development of the sport of orienteering in Great Britain. 
	Where is it taking place? 
	 
	The Sprint will be based in the centre of Perth, last used for orienteering for a Park World Tour elite race in 2010. From there the competition moves into Highland Perthshire for the Middle, Long, and Relay races all close to the picturesque village of Kinloch Rannoch at the east end of Loch Rannoch. 
	The Middle and Long days take place at Rannoch Forest, with both days sharing the same finish arena. Rannoch was the venue for the JK Long back in 2000 and for the Scottish Championships in 2010, but has not been used for competition since 2013. It has a strong reputation as one of Scotland's finest orienteering areas and we cannot wait to return!  
	The JK weekend culminates in the Relay a short distance east of Kinloch Rannoch, at Tullochroisk in the shadow of Schiehallion mountain, particularly of interest to orienteers for its role in the invention of contours. This is also an area that has not hosted a major race for a decade, and we are delighted to be returning there in 2026. 
	How will the organisation of the weekend work? 
	Scottish Orienteering is the overall organising body for the event, and we have recently appointed Jon Cross of FVO as the Coordinator for the JK weekend as a whole. We are very grateful to those SOA members who have already come forward to take on some of the important roles needed for advance preparations, whether as organisers/planners for the various competitions or for one of the other roles in the central team. 
	As this is only the second visit of the JK to Scotland since the year 2000, we are keen that Scottish Orienteering puts on a good show! If you would like to assist with that, there are a number of other roles we are now looking to fill to help us with the advance preparations for the event. If you are able to spare some time to support making the event a success (whether as equipment officer, prize-giving supremo, string course coordinator, social media lead, or something else) then Jon would be very happy to hear from you: he can be contacted at JK26coordinator@scottish- orienteering.org. 
	For making the weekend itself go smoothly, we will be looking to follow the successful Scottish 6- Day model of allocating our clubs a particular day when they are being asked to help. Your club committee will have the details on this very soon so doubtless you will hear from them soon after that! 
	How do I find out more and how do I enter?  
	Entries for the event will open from Monday 8th December, via SIentries. The event has classes for all age groups on all days. The first three days will also feature World Ranking Events for the elite and are likely to be GB selection races for juniors and seniors. 
	 
	Ahead of entries opening, the current 2025 event coverage on the JK website will be making way next week for information about JK 2026 in Scotland. 
	 

