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Reflecting on April, few would disagree that it saw the continuation of the damp spring but
there were some glorious orienteering moments to bring some sparkle to the month. Some
of our community followed on from the JK in the Mldlands by travelling to the British Long
Distance and Relay Championships near Whitby and it was great to see so much Scottish
representation on the podiums over the weekend. That was quickly followed by the Scottish
Middle Distance Championships which were hosted by Tayside Orienteering Club (TAY) on
the Hill of Alyth which drew some comparisons to Arthur’s Seat but most would agree
provided a fast and enjoyable outing in the sunshine together with an amazing backdrop for
our travelling podium. Many then travelled up to Deeside to enjoy the delights of Balfour for
the second Scottish Orienteering League Event of 2024 hosted by Mar Orienteering Club
(MAROC). While the sun may have been a little bit more liquid than we might have hoped
but getting out into the glorious forest certainly brought smiles to plenty of faces and saw the
second outing of the Young People's Hang Out Tent which we hope will provide the space to
build friendships across clubs. As ever a massive thank you to all those fabulous volunteers
within TAY and MAROC for putting on these events.

Following discussions and the various consultation opportunities provided for SOA members
during the last few months to help inform the Scottish Orienteering Strategy which is being
developed for 2025-2029, an outline of the strategy has been developed. As previously
explained this will follow the four main goals or objectives of

Awareness... Raise and Widen

Increase participation

Provide pathways for improvement for All
Provide robust support for clubs and members

Any strategy developed must acknowledge that we are part of the larger British Orienteering
community and whilst we obtain a great deal of our funding from SportScotland, which will
therefore mean we push to ensure our sport is an inclusive and welcoming environment for
everyone, we (SOA and clubs) are a partner with, should use the resources of and work
together with our UK governing body. As such we are trying to ensure the strategy
acknowledges and identifies that everyone has a role to play in developing our sport from
individual members, coaches and clubs, the SOA, BOF and our various partners. The
Strategy will attempt to identify how our various efforts fit together and provide a clear picture
of what our various roles should be. The intention is that this strategy will be something that
clubs can adopt as their own and provide a framework for their own development plans.

One example of a specific programme highlighted, and one which the SOA will be taking
action to promote alongside clubs, is the growth of the sport within the post school to 40s
age group. Everyone has a role to play - the SOA can develop the concept of Orienteering
Edinburgh (promoting street orienteering to non orienteers in a convenient city centre
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location) by running it, and ascertaining if we can roll it out to other cities as a means of
attracting new orienteers, together with the expansion of coaching and social opportunities
through the work of Graham Gristwood, our performance manager. However there is a role
for clubs to promote such opportunities, make this age group feel welcome and take some of
the learnings gathered from Orienteering Edinburgh and the coaching/social projects
forward.

We are giving you one more opportunity to have your say on this through the Scottish
Orienteering Strategy Feedback form which is open until 10th May. Thank you to all of those
who came along to our consultations but we want to hear as many views as possible before
we start the process of fleshing out the Strategy which will be launched on 14th September
at the Club Conference.

This month sees the Scottish Individual Championships and Relay Championships on the
last weekend of the month up in the Inverness/ Moray area so make sure you get your
entries via Scottish Individual Championships Entry link as it is always a very sociable
weekend and will see the Junior Hangout Tent making a reappearance. Before that we have
lots of exciting urban events in the form of Sprint Scotland (4/5 May) in Glenrothes being
hosted by Masterplan (which acts as a selection race for our senior athletes hoping to be
selected for World Orienteering Cup 1 & 2) and the Euro Race weekend (11/12 May) in
Glasgow being hosted by STAG which forms part of the City Race Euro Tour series and has
entrants from over 12 European Countries - best of luck to all taking part. There are of
course plenty of other exciting local events and series filling the calendar so make sure to
check out the SOA Calendar for all the exciting activities happening in your local area .

Finally don’t forget to put your name forward for the Scottish Orienteering Volunteer Day
being held at Glenmore Lodge, Aviemore on Sunday 2nd June 9.30 - 4.30. There will be a
variety of workshops led by experts in their field including mentoring, planning, volunteer
management, coaching and publicity - something for everybody. There will also be the
chance to learn how to use Maprun in the glorious setting of Glenmore Lodge. Full details of
all the workshops are on the SOA website along with an outline for the day. Lunch will be
provided as well as the obligatory cake. The deadline for sign-ups is Wednesday 15th May
but it would really help our planning if this could be done as soon as possible using the
registration form.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdImGl1wMoqPqiMWVcT002Io0Zbdxtld0J66oOTpZNoVmujEg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdImGl1wMoqPqiMWVcT002Io0Zbdxtld0J66oOTpZNoVmujEg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.sientries.co.uk/event.php?elid=Y&event_id=13503
https://www.scottish-orienteering.org/fixtures-results/
https://www.scottish-orienteering.org/news/soa-volunteer-day-2nd-june/
https://forms.gle/dcKG79fmnZAyvPy47
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